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Speech Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Fellow Citizens: - If, on the 7th of November, 1876, the electors on
the Radical tickets had received a clear majority of the ballots actually cast in a sufficient number of States to
give their Presidential candidate a preponderance in the Electoral College vote, even though he lacked a million
votes of a popular majority, the acquiescence of the Democratic party in his election would have been perfect
and complete. If, in addition to such sufficient, constitutionally-decreed result, the Radical candidate for the
office of Chief Executive had received a majority over all competitors of 160,000 votes, a plurality of 250,000
ballots, and a million majority of the white suffrages of the nation, any Democrat or any person claiming to be
a Democrat who would have publicly questioned the decisiveness of the victory for the opposite party would
have been the object of almost universal ridicule and contempt. The testimony of the political events of this
country during the past eight years is conclusive on this assurance; and the language and conduct of the
Democratic party during the recent campaign is overwhelming in confirmation of this statement. Among the
engraved results of our Republic s history, on which introductory and eloquent and patriotic congratulation
was placed in the Democratic platform, adopted at St. Louis, stands the proclamation - Acquiescence in the will
of the majority. Alas! the records of our Republic no longer give uninterrupted emphasis to so fundamental and
comfortable a doctrine. All the time during the campaign of the centennial year, everywhere, with exceptions so
infrequent as to be...
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