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House on Harlem Heights Built by Roger Morris Before the Revolution; Together With Some Account of Its More
Notable Occupants, With Illustrations The purpose of the author in writing this book is, not only to trace the rise
and fall of a famous house, but to separate the facts from the fables in its history and in the history of events
that touch the house. At the period of the American Revolution there was but little education among the
common people. Copies of company rosters show that a surprising percentage of the rank and file, even in the
New England regiments, signed their names with a cross, and of course a still larger number were unable to
read. OJicial orders signed by field oJicers were sometimes marvels of illiteracy. There were few books, and
these were mostly religious books, and books containing stories for the young, which, if not true, the authors
had a prayerful conviction ought to be true. Such conditions were not very promising for accuracy in history.
Newspapers were few, and in them little space was given to local happenings, as something quite too trivial for
public notice. These papers during colonial times, imitating the heavy English gazettes, gave most of their
space to Parliamentary debates and shipping news, and where they have been preserved in the public libraries,
there is scant reward for the searcher aKer facts to rectify the loose history of that day. In the years that
followed the Revolution books were written for the young with pious fervor, like the Life of Washington, by the
Reverend Mr. Weems, or...
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