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Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, 1992. LC Number: HC110. C3 U535 1992 OCLC Number:
(OColL()26748695 Subject: Infrastructure (Economics) -- United States. Excerpt: . . . CONTEXT NEW FEDERAL
INITIATIVE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ON A NCPWI report also identified key needs for improving the The Reports
Early performance of public works systems, such as: Using better management techniques; m in America Ruins
In 1981, charged that lack of mainte-Carving out more appropriate roles for the federal, nance seriously
endangering the ability of the nations was state, and local governments and the private sector, infrastructure
to continue meeting essential needs. Shortly Establishing incentives for better maintenance; thereafter, some
highway bridges fell down, with catastroph-ic results, and the need for action appeared urgent. advantage of
new technologies; Tiking suc-The Congress followed with three studies in rapid of Exploring low-cost methods
providing services; Hard Choices cession during the mid-1980s. ( 1984 ), prepared infra-for the Joint Economic
Committee, indicated that Providing better trained personnel; and structure investment needs were far
outstripping the funds Using innovative financing techniques. A by available. study for the Senate Budget
Committee the Private Advisory Sector Panel ( 1987 ) also called for greater 2 Figure contains the summary
recommendations investment, emphasizing a strong federal role and greater from Fragile Foundations. tax of
trust funds, exempt bonds, and public private use partnerships. Finally, the Congress established the National
The More Recent Reports Council on Public Works Improvement ( NCPWI ) to study these issues definitively.
touched off a series debates of Fragile Foundations ( 1988 ), its final report, NCPW that continues to the present.
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