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gas produc-tion and we must take advantage of other energy resources, includ-ing renewable and nuclear.
Energy security is obviously a corner-stone of our policy. We must be prepared and ready to provide strong
assurance of protection against a severe supply disruption. We have seen some of the impacts based on
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, in terms of the delicate U. S. energy balance. The Depart-ment of Energy, or DOE,
works through many cooperative arrange-ments and agreements to promote greater energy security. Here in
our own region, working with Mexico and Canada through the North American Energy Working Group we are
seeking to increase the reliability by integrating our systems. We are working with many other partners
throughout the region, including the Gulf of Guinea that we think has the potential to play a greater role. | want
to emphasize that diversifying energy sources through al-ternative energy sources is very important.
Renewable can and should play a greater role. We have many international relation-ships, including IEA, or
International Energy Agency. We have a United States-Africa Energy Ministerial process. There is a Sum-mit of
America process. There are international agreements, also, through the IEA, over 30, looking at advanced
energy sources. Energy diplomacy remains very important, because it is a key element in...
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