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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: .was that in: aM- was intended for in batiti, and this being an old
French mode of writing The Hague, I concluded the meaning was that the article was cast in the capital of the
Netherlands. The final word I took to be tojten, a presumed Dutch equivalent of our Scots word wrocht,
meaning in this case cast. When, however, I saw the inscription itself last week, I became doubtful of the
correctness of my rendering, and I can only give the suggestions which have occurred to myself or have been
made by others who have seen the weight since it was brought to Stirling. The last word seems to read toqbrtn,
and may be an old spelling of Cochran, the name of the founder who cast the weight. I have, I may say, failed to
find any such name among the sixteenth-century bellfounders of the Low Countries. Then it is suggested that
the colon aMer in implies a contraction, and that we should read jn., meaning John, and (labts, or Hawes, as
John s surname, this John Hawea being the maker of the weight, and the mysterious final word the name of the
town in which he lived. I have not, however, succeeded in discovering any place resembling Coqhren in the map
of the Netherlands. Tne weight itself furnishes another problem. What was it, and what was it used for? It weip
hs exactly 20 lb. 3 oz. avoirdupois. The label attached to it...
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