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The Case of Travis County, Texas. Austin, the capital of Texas, is located near the center of Travis County. The
western part of Travis County is mountainous and very sparsely settled. The land is very poor. Most of it is used
for goat pasture and is rendered to the tax assessor at two dollars per acre. In general, the people are of the
mountaineer type and possess much physical hardihood. But most of them are very poor. In the heart of this
mountainous territory, just fifteen miles from the magnificent dome of the state capitol at Austin, is the
Pleasant Valley School District. In the summer of 1919 the people of the Pleasant Valley community voted bonds
to the amount of $2,000 to build a new modern two-room schoolhouse. The people were unanimous in their
desire for a better school for their red-blooded mountaineer children. They were simply crying out for better
educational facilities. When the bonds reached the Attorney General s office for inspection, they could not be
approved. They were rejected because the total taxable wealth of the district was so very small that only $500 in
bonds could be legally issued against it. The new schoolhouse was not built. A veritable old stable was provided
with a new roof, a new floor, and an extra window or two, and school is being conducted there today. In this
district, a fifty-cent school tax produces only $91.83 per year, which is only $4.84 per child of free-school age. On
the other hand, in some of the wealthy farming districts in the eastern part of the county,...
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