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unique and easily understood perspective on the Information Age. Using clear analogies and well-documented
historical events, he looks at the issues behind such controversies as privacy, cryptography, and the control of
information. Drawing on his background in mathematics, genetics, and electronic publishing, he e ectively
plumbs such diverse and complex topics as virtual reality, publishing, and computer networks. In examining the
possible e ects of computer technology on society, Rawlins maintains a balanced perspective o ering other
future scenarios besides those of the "gloom and doom" category or the utopian view of computers as the
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Historical comparisons give a context for the computer age, showing how new technologies have always bred
hope, and seduction, and resistance. The author has previously written texts on genetic algorithms, and
mathematical analysis of computer programs; as well as the book "Slaves of the Machine". In this book, he
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