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Prisoner and a Positive Evil to the Community: Some Remedies Proposed It is an interesting feature in
connection with the treatment of criminals, that with the legislature, and also the public at large, there is
evidently a growing concern evinced for the reformation of our penal code in its disciplinary application, and
although the writer of the ensuing pages dares not presumo to imagine that he has solved the problem of the
proper treatment of o enders, he has nevertheless ventured briefly and consecutively to review the various
modes of punishment which have been adopted in our gaols; to give the result of his own deliberate conviction,
deduced from extensive and continuous observation of the proceedings in this and other countries towards
that portion of fallen humanity requiring legislative interposition, and to o er suggestions as to some of the
remedies for the eradication of the evils to which they have been exposed. It will be observed that the gaol
association of criminals is stated to be a cardinal evil, and that their separate confinement is maintained to be
a fundamental corrective; and examples are supplied of its successful application. There exists, however, a
diversity of opinion with regard to the term for which individual imprisonment should be applied; but, if it be
admitted that as a mode of treatment it is sound in principle, the necessity and importance will be
acknowledged of adapting it to uniform and general practice. Our penal administration has respect to two
classes of commitments - summary convictions, and convictions at assizes and sessions. About the Publisher
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