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insightful while sometimes brutal and nihilistic, providing a refreshing alternative to the gushing sentimentality
that so oHen characterises works on regional themes. The idea of a formerly thriving North East is contrasted
with an oHen ironic and regretful post-modern outlook. At once solemn and at other times striking, the highly
craHed forms are woven from the heart and reflect a life deeply connected to the subject matter. Jerome
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