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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For the United States, Central Asia is a region of both growing importance
and of growing challenge. Its proximity to Russia, China, Iran, India, and Pakistan;, location as the center of the
Global War on Terrorism; and its large energy holdings make it a strategic region where the United States has
important, some might even say vital, interests. Those interests pertain, first of all, to geostrategic realities of
security, particularly in the war on terrorism. But they also pertain to energy and to the e ort to support
liberalizing and democratizing reforms. However, today those interests are challenged by Russo-Chinese and
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