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illustrated. 1836 edition. Excerpt: . . . 169 SECTION IV. LITERATURE OF PHRENOLOGY. The Schoolmaster is
abroad. The literature of a science is one of the most decided tests of the extent to which public attention and
patronage are bestowed upon it. When men of ability write works on a particular subject, we must conclude
them to be influenced either by a conviction of its intrinsic value, or by the probability of gaining fame or profit
from their exertions. The earlier works on phrenology were dictated by the feeling of its great value to mankind.
Several of the later and smaller books have obviously proceeded from the latter influence; being borrowed (in
all essential points) from the writings of Spurzheim and Combe, and produced only to meet a demand, not to
create it. We may take this as one among many evidences in proof that a considerable body of the community
is beginning to appreciate phrenology. They do not despise the science who have become willing to purchase
the retailed knowledge of it; and if there be now found many purchasers of elementary works, there must be
many persons busied in learning phrenology. The increasing number of phrenological works, and the demand
for successive editions, are satistical facts of no mean importance to phrenologists Catechism of Phrenology--
What is Phrenology--Phrenology Simplified, and c. I who are anxious to see the knowledge of their science
spreading through the community. The formation of societies, the countenance of men in authority, and the
support of...
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